Feast of the Canonization of the Chinese Martyrs

(The 120 Chinese Martyrs include Augustine Tchao [diocesan priest], Peter Tchou and Anna Wang [lay Catholics], Francis de Capillas [OP], Bishop Gabriel Dufresse [MEP], Bishop Gregory Grassi [OFM], and Leo-Ignatius Mangin [SJ].)

1 October 2000

Introduction

This occasion marks the canonization of 120 martyrs, 87 of whom were Chinese and 33 were foreign missionaries. They ranged in age from 7 to 79. There were 76 lay people [including 2 catechumens], 8 seminarians, 7 religious sisters, 23 priests and 6 bishops. The Chinese who were martyred were mainly from Hebei, Shanxi, Sichuan and Guizhou provinces, while the foreign missionaries came mainly from Belgium, France, Italy, Holland and Spain. These martyrs died for the faith during the period 1648-1930 and were beatified in the last century.

The canonization of these martyrs is an encouragement for the Local Churches to continue to bear witness to the faith, even in the face of hardship and persecution. Furthermore, their courage and self-sacrifice is, for the Universal Church, a testimony of the strength of the Christian faith.

For the whole of China, the canonization of these martyrs is worthy of celebration, because the Church in China has produced people who, even at the cost of sacrificing their lives, bore courageous witness to the Gospel. This is in line with the Confucian ideal of “Giving up one’s life for the Good”, considered to be the summit according to Confucian teaching.
Entrance

Let us rejoice in the Lord, because today we celebrate the feast of the Chinese martyrs. Angels in heaven also rejoice for their courageous acts. Let us praise our Lord God.

Opening Prayer

Almighty and ever-living God, you have raised the Chinese martyrs to be models of our faith.  Through your grace, they had the courage to witness to your Gospel by giving up their lives. May their blood continue to nourish the seeds of faith in the Chinese people, leading them to know and love you.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

First Reading

A reading from the book of Isaiah    
52:13-15

See, my servant will prosper, he shall be lifted up, exalted, rise to great heights. As the crowds were appalled on seeing him, so disfigured did he look that he seemed no longer human, so will the crowds be astonished at him, and kings stand speechless before him; for they shall see something never told and witness something never heard before.

Responsorial Psalm 
 Ps 34:1-8
All: The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Reader:
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and be glad. 

All: The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Reader: 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together! I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. 

All: The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Reader:
Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. 

All: The Lord delivered me from all my fears.

Reader: 
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. O taste and see that the Lord is good! Happy is the man who takes refuge in him. 

All: The Lord delivered me from all my fears.
Second Reading 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 
8:35, 37-39

Brothers and sisters: Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him who loved us.  For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power, or height or
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depth, nor any created thing, can ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Reader: 
Alleluia                                 All:
 Alleluia

Reader:
Happy those who stand firm when trials come; they have proved themselves and will win the crown of life. 

   All:
Alleluia
Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
10:28-31

At that time Peter began to tell Jesus, ‘What about us? We have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has left house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not be repaid a hundred times over, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and land – not without persecution – now in this present time and, in the world to come, eternal life.  Many who are first will be last, and the last first.’

Prayer over the Gifts

Lord God, look with favour and accept our offerings on this feast of the Chinese martyrs. Through this sacrifice, they received the courage to witness to their faith. Count us worthy to receive this same grace from you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Preface

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks. Your holy martyrs of China followed the example of Christ, and gave their lives for the glory of your name.  Their death reveals your power shining through our human weakness. You choose the weak and make them strong in bearing witness to you,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

In our unending joy we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven as they praise your glory for ever: Holy, holy, holy Lord . . .
Post Communion

Merciful Lord, you give us this sacrament of communion, to have a share with all the saints in Christ. Help us, through the intercession of the Chinese martyrs, to grow in our faith, that we too may become witnesses as disciples of Christ. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Solemn Blessing

Celebrant:
The Lord be with you.        

     All: 
And also with you.

Celebrant/Deacon: Bow your heads to receive the Lord’s blessing.

Celebrant:
The Lord God has given us this special day to rejoice together with the martyrs of China. May he bless you and protect you through their intercession.

     All:
Amen.

Celebrant:
May the Lord help you to become one Body, and live out your mission by following the example of the martyrs.

     All:
Amen.

Celebrant:
May the risen Lord inspire you with his Word, and nourish you with his Sacraments, that you may always be able to witness to the Gospel.

     All:
Amen.

Celebrant: 
May Almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   


     All: 
Amen.

Celebrant/Deacon:
The Mass is ended, let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

     All:
Amen.
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