Feast of the holy martyrs and blessed of china

Entrance Antiphon

With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us, we too, then, should throw off everything that hinders us, especially the sin that clings so easily, and keep running steadily in the race we have started.  Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in faith and brings it to perfection.  (Heb 12: 1-2)
Gloria

Collect

Almighty and ever-living God, you have raised the Chinese Martyrs and Blessed to be models of our faith.  Through your grace, they had the courage to witness to your Gospel by giving up their lives and with sanctity.  May their blood and zeal continue to nourish the seeds of faith in the Chinese people, leading them to know and love you.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

First Reading 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 
8:35, 37-39

Brothers and sisters: Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked.  These are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him who loved us.  For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord.——This is the Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps. 15:1-2,5,9-10,11

R.
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.

L.
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; it is you yourself who are my prize.  I keep the Lord ever in my sight: since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.  (Refrain)
L.
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my body shall rest in safety.  For you will not leave my soul among the dead, nor let your beloved know decay.  (Refrain)
L.
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence, at your right hand happiness for ever.  (Refrain)
Gospel Acclamation

R. Alleluia.

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: they shall be satisfied.  Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  (Mt 5:6,10)

R.  Alleluia.

Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
5:1-12

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill.  There he sat down and was joined by his disciples.  Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them: ‘How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Happy the gentle; they shall have the earth for their heritage.  Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted.  Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: they shall be satisfied.  Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them.  Happy the pure in heart: they shall see God.  Happy the peacemakers: they shall be called sons of God.  Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven; this is how they persecuted the prophets before you.’ —— This is the Word of the Lord.

Homily

Prayer over the Gifts

Lord God, look with favour and accept our offerings on this feast of the Chinese Martyrs and Blessed.  Through this sacrifice, they received the courage to witness to their faith. Count us worthy to receive this same grace from you.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Preface

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.  Your holy Martyrs of China followed the example of Christ, and gave their lives for the glory of your name.  Their death reveals your power shining through our human weakness.  You choose the weak and make them strong in bearing witness to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

In our unending joy we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven as they praise your glory for ever: Holy, holy, holy Lord . . .

Communion Antiphon

God has put the virtuous to the test and proved them worthy to be with him; he has tested them like gold in a furnace, and accepted them as a holocaust.  (Ws. 3:5-6)
Post Communion Prayer

Merciful Lord, you give us this sacrament of communion, to have a share with all the saints in Christ. Help us, through the intercession of the Chinese Martyrs and Blessed, to grow in our faith, that we too may become witnesses as disciples of Christ.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Solemn Blessing

Celebrant:
The Lord be with you.

All:


And also with you.

Deacon:

Bow your heads to receive the Lord’s blessing.

Celebrant:
The Lord God has given us this feast to rejoice together with

the Martyrs and Blessed of China. May he bless you and protect you through their intercession.

All:


Amen.

Celebrant:
May the Lord help you to become one Body, and live out your mission by following the example of the Martyrs and Blessed.

All:


Amen.

Celebrant:
May the risen Lord inspire you with his Word, and nourish you with his Sacraments, that you may always be able to witness to the Gospel.

All:


Amen.

Celebrant: 
May Almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

All:


Amen.

Deacon:

The Mass is ended, let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All:


Thanks be to God.
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